[A case of bacterial meningitis due to Streptococcus bovis in an infant with normal cerebrospinal fluid findings at the first CSF examination].
Streptococcus bovis very occasionally causes rarely sepsis, endocarditis, and meningitis in newborns and the elderly. We report the case of infant meningitis caused by S. bovis despite normal cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) findings at the first CSF examination. A 77-day-old boy with 21-trisomy and patent foramen ovale and seen for a high fever underwent blood examination and lumbar puncture due to toxic appearance despite a lack of meningeal signs, and was admitted. His CSF findings were normal and he was given intravenous ceftriaxone against potential bacteremia. He had systemic seizures with continuous fever for 2 days after admission and a second CSF examination. Gram-positive coccus grew from his CSF at the first examination, and CSF cells from the second lumbar puncture increased to 4060/tL (86% neutrophils), so vancomycin was added against potential enterococcal meningitis. S. bovis was finally grown from the first CSF, ceftriaxone discontinued, and intravenous ampicillin added. He recovered after 20 days of antibiotic administration. S. bovis becomes a potential pathogen for meningitis in infants, and must be considered as a cause of meningitis despite its very rarity. CSF findings at the first lumbar puncture may be normal for meningitis in newborns and infants at the first CSF examination, so we must be very careful in the diagnosis of bacterial meningitis even with normal CSF findings, and considered antibiotic treatment against potential bacterial meningitis.